HIGH PRIEST - JoHN 17

WHO IS TO CONDEMN? (JHRIST JESUS IS THE ONE WHO DIED — MORE THAN THAT, WHO
WAS RAISED — WHO IS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF (JOD, WHO INDEED IS INTERCEDING FOR
US (ROMANS 8.34).

INTRODUCTION

[T WAS THE REFORMER JOHN (CALVIN WHO “POPULARIZED” THE WORK OF (CHRIST AS
CONSISTING OF THE THREE OFFICES: PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING (CP. JOHN (CALVIN,
[NSTITUTES OF THE (HRISTIAN RELIGION, [[. XV. 494-503). JESUS IS SPOKEN OF AS
PROPHET, PRIEST AND KING IN A GENERAL WAY THROUGHOUT THE NEW [ ESTAMENT.
THESE THREE CHRISTOLOGICAL PORTRAITS OF (CHRIST ACCENT HIS MEDIATORIAL
WORK. HOWEVER, ONE MUST NOT UNDERSTAND THESE OFFICES TO BE EXCLUSIVE OF
EACH OTHER, AS THEY ARE FULFILLED SIMULTANEOUSLY. EVEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
THE OFFICES OVERLAPPED AND WERE NOT UNIFORMLY DISTINCT (E.G., MJOSES AND
SAMUEL). JESUS HAD KNOWLEDGE GREATER THAN A PROPHET, HOLINESS GREATER THAN
A PRIEST, AND MORE POWER THAN A KING. [N THESE OFFICES JESUS MAKES (OD THE
FATHER KNOWN TO MANKIND (HEBREWS 1.1-4). [ IKE LOST SHEEP MANKIND IS IN NEED
OF A REDEMPTIVE SHEPHERD (HEBREWS 13.20). JESUS, UNLIKE THE [ EVITICAL PRIEST,
WAS ABLE TO SECURE MANKIND'S SALVATION THROUGH AN INTERCESSION THAT
INCLUDED THE FORFEITURE OF HIS LIFE AS AN ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE. SUCH A
PROPITIOUS WORK MAKES HIM THE ONLY TRUE MEDIATOR BETWEEN (FOD AND MANKIND
(HEBREWS 8.6). THESE OFFICES ADDRESS THREE FUNCTIONS OF (CHRIST. MILLARD
ERICKSON DESCRIBES THEM AS REVEALING, RULING AND RECONCILING. “[T 1S
APPROPRIATE TO THINK OF THESE ASPECTS OF (CHRIST'S WORK AS HIS COMMISSION,
FOR JESUS WAS THE MESSIAH, THE ANOINTED ONE. [N THE OLD TESTAMENT, PEOPLE
WERE ANOINTED TO PARTICULAR ROLES WHICH THEY WERE TO PERFORM (E.G., PRIEST OR
KING). SO WHEN WE SPEAK OF JESUS AS THE (CHRIST, OR ANOINTED ONE, WE MUST ASK
TO WHAT ROLE(S) HE WAS ANOINTED. [T WILL BE IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN ALL THREE
ASPECTS OF HIS WORK, NOT STRESSING ONE SO THAT THE OTHERS ARE DIMINISHED,
NOR SPLITTING THEM TOO SHARPLY FROM ONE ANOTHER, AS IF THEY WERE SEPARATE
ACTIONS OF CHRIST” (MILLARD ERICKSON, (CHRISTIAN JHEOLOGY, VOL. 2, P. 763).

] AST WEEK WE FOCUSED ON THE REIGN OF (CHRIST AND THIS WEEK WE SHALL CONSIDER
HIS PRIESTHOOD, BUT BEFORE WE DO, IT MAY BE WORTH AN ASIDE OF A FEW LINES TO BE
REMINDED OF HIS PROPHETIC OFFICE. ]ESUS CLAIMED TO BE A PROPHET WHO WAS SENT



TO PREACH THE GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR WITH AN ANOINTING FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT,
AND THE GENERAL POPULATION RECOGNIZED HIM AS SUCH (] UKE 4.18-21; 13.33; JOHN
8.26-28; MATTHEW 21.11). SOME PEOPLE THOUGHT JESUS MIGHT BE THE PROPHETIC
FULFILLMENT OF [JEUTERONOMY 18.15-18, OTHERS THOUGHT HE MIGHT BE ELIJAH.
HOWEVER, HiS PROPHETIC ROLE WAS MUCH GREATER THAN ANYONE'S EXPECTATIONS, AS
IT BECAME INCREASINGLY EVIDENT (E.G., HIS TRANSFIGURATION - MARK 9.7; CP.
MATTHEW 12.41). THE TEACHING OF THE PROPHETS WAS AUTHORITATIVE BECAUSE THE
REVELATION HAD ITS ORIGIN IN THE HOLY SPIRIT (2 PETER 1.20). HOWEVER, JESUS’
TEACHING WAS AUTHORITATIVE BECAUSE HE HIMSELF UTTERED IT (MATTHEW 5.21-28).
MOREOVER, JESUS' TEACHING WAS SELF-FOCUSED AS IS EVIDENT IN THE SERMON ON
THE MOUNT: “BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE INSULT YOU, PERSECUTE YOU AND
FALSELY SAYALL KINDS OF EVIL AGAINST YOU BECAUSE OF ME.” ALSO, “[)O NOT THINK |
HAVE COME TO ABOLISH THE [AW OR THE PROPHETS; | HAVE NOT COME TO ABOLISH
THEM BUT TO FULFILL THEM” (MJATTHEW 5.11, 17; CP. 7.24-25). REGARDING JESUS’
TEACHING JOHN STOTT NOTED: PROPHETS ARE SELF-EFFACING, BUT JESUS WAS SELF-
ADVANCING. THEY POINTED THE PEOPLE TOWARDS (OD AND AWAY FROM THEMSELVES.
JESUS SAID, JAM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. NO ONE COMES TO THE
[FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME (JOHN 14.6; CP. 12.26). HE WAS A PROPHET LIKE NO
OTHER. THE PROPHETIC OR REVELATORY ROLE OF JESUS IS INSEPARABLY LINKED TO HIS
ROLE AS PRIEST AND KING, INASMUCH AS HIS TEACHING HELPED HIS DISCIPLES
UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS CRUCIFIXION AND RESURRECTION. THEIR
LATER APPRECIATION OF THE ASCENSION, EXALTATION, SESSION AND PRIESTLY OFFICE
OF CHRIST ARE BASED IN PART ON HIS PROPHETIC OFFICE.

BACKGROUND IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

"THE CONCEPT OF MESSIAH AS THE HIGH PRIEST 1S A NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT, BUT ITS
ROOTS ARE TO BE FOUND IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. [SRAEL ITSELF WAS TO BE A
KINGDOM OF PRIESTS: YOU YOURSELVES HAVE SEEN WHAT | DID TO THE EGYPTIANS,
AND HOW | BORE YOU ON EAGLES’ WINGS AND BROUGHT YOU TO MYSELF. Now
THEREFORE, IF YOU WILL INDEED OBEY MY VOICE AND KEEP MY COVENANT, YOU SHALL
BE MY TREASURED POSSESSIONAMONG ALL PEOPLES, FOR ALL THE EARTH IS MINE; AND
YOU SHALL BE TO ME A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS AND A HOLY NATION (EXODUS 19.4-6).
PRIESTS WERE APPOINTED BY (OD TO OFFER SACRIFICES FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE.
"THEY WERE RESPONSIBLE TO MAKE INTERCESSION TO (OD ON BEHALF OF [SRAEL. BY
THIS [SRAEL BECAME A HOLY NATION. THE HIGH PRIEST WAS SELECTED FROM AMONG



MEN TO REPRESENT THEM BEFORE (OD, TO OFFER SACRIFICES FOR SINS, TO INSTRUCT
THE IGNORANT GENTLY, AND TO HELP RESTORE THOSE WHO WERE GOING ASTRAY. THE
DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD ARE OUTLINED IN EXODUS 29 AND [ EVITICUS 1-7. OD
SPOKE TO THE PEOPLE THROUGH HIS PROPHETS AND HE ORDAINED PRIESTS TO SPEAK
TO HIM ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE. [T WAS THE FUNCTION OF THE PRIEST
SYMBOLICALLY TO DEMONSTRATE THE RECONCILIATION BETWEEN (jOD AND MEN
THROUGH SUBSTITUTIONARY SACRIFICES. THOUGH THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
PRIESTHOOD WERE RIGIDLY RESTRICTIVE, NO PRIEST COULD CLAIM TO BE FREE FROM
THE DEBILITATING EFFECTS OF SIN. AS A SINNER HE WAS OBLIGATED TO OFFER
SACRIFICES FOR HIMSELF, AS WELL AS FOR THE PEOPLE (CP. HEBREWS 5.1 -3). THE ENTIRE
OLD TESTAMENT IS SATURATED WITH THE THEME OF VICARIOUS, SACRIFICIAL
ATONEMENT (CP. HEBREWS 9.22). HOWEVER, THE SACRIFICE OF ANIMALS OR PRODUCE IS
NOT ADEQUATE REPARATION FOR MANKIND'S SIN. THUS, THE SACRIFICES ON THE DAY
OF ATONEMENT WITH ALL OF ITS SOLEMNITY WAS NOTHING MORE THAN A SHADOW. NO
MATTER HOW RIGOROUSLY ITS RULES WERE FOLLOWED, NO SACRIFICE WOULD BRIDGE
THE CHASM THAT SEPARATES THE BELIEVER FROM (OD.

JESUS AS SACRIFICE & PRIEST

REGARDING THE PRIESTLY OFFICE, CALVIN HIGHLIGHTS THE TWOFOLD WORK OF JESUS
AS OUTLINED IN HEBREWS - NAMELY, THE RECONCILIATION AND INTERCESSION OF
JESUS. FIRST, “AS HAS BEEN SAID, WE OR OUR PRAYERS HAVE NO ACCESS TO (FOD UNLESS
CHRIST, AS OUR HIGH PRIEST, HAVING WASHED AWAY OUR SINS, SANCTIFIES US AND
OBTAINS FOR US THAT GRACE FROM WHICH THE UNCLEANNESS OF OUR
TRANSGRESSIONS AND VICES DEBARS US. THUS WE SEE THAT WE MUST BEGIN FROM THE
DEATH OF (CHRIST IN ORDER THAT THE EFFICACY AND BENEFIT OF HIS PRIESTHOOD MAY
REACH US. [T FOLLOWS THAT HE IS AN EVERLASTING INTERCESSOR: THROUGH HIS
PLEADING WE OBTAIN FAVOR” (CALVIN, P. 502). CHRIST INAUGURATED A NEW COVENANT
WHEREIN HE IS BOTH PRIEST AND SACRIFICE: [/NLIKE THE OTHER HIGH PRIESTS, HE
DOES NOT NEED TO OFFER SACRIFICES DAY AFTER DAY, FIRST FOR HIS OWN SINS, AND
THEN FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE. [JE SACRIFICED FOR THEIR SINS ONCE FORALL
WHEN HE OFFERED HIMSELF (HEBREWS 7.27). THE MEDIATORIAL WORK OF THE

| EVITICAL PRIESTHOOD, IN ITSELF INSUFFICIENT TO ATONE FOR SINS IN AN ULTIMATE
WAY, ANTICIPATED THE FINAL WORK OF SALVATION COMPLETED BY JESUS’ PERFECT
SACRIFICE OF HIMSELF (HEBREWS 9.26). JESUS’ SACRIFICE FULFILLED (OD’S RIGHTEOUS
DEMANDS: BUT THE MINISTRY JESUS HAS RECEIVED IS AS SUPERIOR TO THEIRS AS THE



COVENANT OF WHICH HE IS MEDIATOR IS SUPERIOR TO THE OLD ONE, AND ITIS
FOUNDED ON BETTER PROMISES (HEBREWS 8.6).

JESUS ALONE IS FIT TO BE BOTH SACRIFICE AND INTERCESSOR. HiS PERFECT OFFERING
PROPITIATES THE RIGHTEOUS ANGER OF (OD, AND HIS PRIESTLY ROLE CAUSES THE
FATHER TO BE FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARDS (CHRISTIANS PURCHASED BY THE BLOOD
OF HIS SON: FOR (CHRIST HAS ENTERED, NOT INTO HOLY PLACES MADE WITH HANDS,
WHICH ARE COPIES OF THE TRUE THINGS, BUT INTO HEAVEN ITSELF, NOW TO APPEAR IN
THE PRESENCE OF (0D ON OUR BEHALF. NOR WAS IT TO OFFER HIMSELF REPEATEDLY,
AS THE HIGH PRIEST ENTERS THE HOLY PLACES EVERY YEAR WITH BLOOD NOT HIS OWN,
FOR THEN HE WOULD HAVE HAD TO SUFFER REPEATEDLY SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF
THE WORLD. BUT AS IT1S, HE HAS APPEARED ONCE FOR ALL AT THE END OF THE AGES TO
PUT AWAY SIN BY THE SACRIFICE OF HIMSELF. AND JUST AS IT IS APPOINTED FOR MAN TO
DIE ONCE, AND AFTER THAT COMES JUDGMENT, SO (CHRIST, HAVING BEEN OFFERED
ONCE TO BEAR THE SINS OF MANY, WILL APPEAR A SECOND TIME, NOT TO DEAL WITH SIN
BUT TO SAVE THOSE WHO ARE EAGERLY WAITING FOR HIM (HEBREWS 9.24-28). [N THE
JEWISH TEMPLE THERE WERE NO CHAIRS BECAUSE THE PRIEST'S WORK WAS NEVER DONE.
BY CONTRAST, THE AUTHOR OF HEBREWS INFORMS US THAT WHEN JESUS FINISHED HIS
WORK HE SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF (OD (HEBREWS 10.12). HIS WORK OF
ATONEMENT IS FINISHED! THE WAY TO (FOD IS OPEN. [N CHRIST BELIEVERS MAY DRAW
NEAR TO (OD WITH EVERY ASSURANCE IN FAITH: [ ET US THEN WITH CONFIDENCE DRAW
NEAR TO THE THRONE OF GRACE, THAT WE MAY RECEIVE MERCY AND FIND GRACE TO
HELP IN TIME OF NEED (HEBREWS 4.16).

JESUS AS HEAVENLY INTERCESSOR

AS WE HAVE NOTED, THE PRIEST WAS TASKED TO INTERCED E BEFORE (JOD ON BEHALF
OF THE PEOPLE. NOT INFREQUENTLY HE FAILED TO DO SO (E.G.,, AMOS 7.10-17).
OCCASIONALLY, [SRAEL BENEFITED FROM THE GODLY INTERCESSION OF A RIGHTEOUS
MAN (E.G., 1 SAMUEL 12.19-26). [JNTIL CHRIST ASSUMED THE ROLE AS HIGH PRIEST, THE
PRIESTLY OFFICE WAS TRANSITORY: 7HIS MAKES JESUS THE GUARANTOR OF A BETTER
COVENANT. THE FORMER PRIESTS WERE MANY IN NUMBER, BECAUSE THEY WERE
PREVENTED BY DEATH FROM CONTINUING IN OFFICE, BUT HE HOLDS HIS PRIESTHOOD
PERMANENTLY, BECAUSE HE CONTINUES FOREVER. (JONSEQUENTLY, HE IS ABLE TO SAVE
TO THE UTTERMOST THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR TO (FOD THROUGH HIM, SINCE HE ALWAYS
LIVES TO MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM (HEBREWS 7.22-25; CP. ROMANS 8.34). THE



| ORD IESUS LIVES IN THE PRESENCE OF (FOD AND CONTINUALLY MAKES INTERCESSION
ON BEHALF OF THE REDEEMED: FOR THERE IS ONE (GOD, AND THERE IS ONE MEDIATOR
BETWEEN (OD AND MEN, THE MAN (CHRIST ]ES US, WHO GAVE HIMSELF AS A RANSOM FOR
ALL, WHICH IS THE TESTIMONY GIVEN AT THE PROPER TIME (1 TIMOTHY 2.5 -6).

YET IN HIS HUMAN NATURE ALONE JESUS COULD NOT OF COURSE BE SUCH A GREAT
HIGH PRIEST FOR ALL HIS PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD. HE COULD NOT HEAR THE
PRAYERS OF PERSONS FAR AWAY, NOR COULD HE HEAR PRAYERS THAT WERE ONLY
SPOKEN IN A PERSON’S MIND. HE COULD NOT HEAR ALL REQUESTS
SIMULTANEOUSLY (FOR IN THE WORLD AT ANY ONE MOMENT THERE ARE MILLIONS
OF PEOPLE PRAYING TO HIM). THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO BE THE PERFECT HIGH
PRIEST WHO INTERCEDES FOR US, HE MUST BE (JOD AS WELL AS MAN. HE MUST BE
ONE WHO IN HIS DIVINE NATURE CAN BOTH KNOW ALL THINGS AND BRING THEM
INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER. YET BECAUSE HE BECAME AND CONTINUES TO
BE MAN HE HAS THE RIGHT TO REPRESENT US BEFORE (OD AND HE CAN EXPRESS HIS
PETITIONS FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF A SYMPATHETIC HIGH PRIEST, ONE WHO
UNDERSTANDS BY EXPERIENCE WHAT WE GO THROUGH. (WAYNE (FJRUDEM,
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY, P. 628).

[T 1S PRECISELY BECAUSE JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST, INTERCEDING ON THE BELIEVER'S
BEHALF THAT HE OR SHE IS ABLE TO APPROACH WITH CONFIDENCE (FOD’S THRONE
WITH HIS OR HER PETITIONS. JESUS WARNED PETER THAT HE WOULD BE TESTED BY
SATAN, THEN HE ENCOURAGED HIM BY TELLING HIM THAT HE HAD PRAYED THAT HIS
FAITH WOULD NOT FAIL (] UKE 22.31). JESUS FREQUENTLY INSTRUCTED HIS DISCIPLES TO
PRAY (E.G., MATTHEW 6.5-14; JOHN 14.23-24). THE INTERCESSORY PRAYER OF JOHN 17 IS A
MODEL OF PRIESTLY PRAYER FOR ALL BELIEVERS. PAUL'S EPISTLES ARE SATURATED WITH
REMINDERS THAT HE REGULARLY PRAYED FOR THE CHURCH (2 (CORINTHIANS 13.9;
EPHESIANS 1.16) AND HE OFTEN ASKED FOR THEIR PRAYERS ON HIS BEHALF
(COLOSSIANS 4.3; 2 THESSALONIANS 3.1). [T IS A REASSURING THOUGHT TO KNOW THAT
BELIEVERS ARE LIFTING UP HOLY HANDS IN PRAYER AND IT IS EVEN MORE ENCOURAGING
TO KNOW THAT CHRIST IS PRAYING FOR US EVEN WHEN WE ARE NEGLIGENT.

JT1S A CONSOLING THOUGHT THAT (CHRIST IS PRAYING FOR US, EVEN WHEN WE ARE
NEGLIGENT IN OUR PRAYER LIFE; THAT HE IS PRESENTING TO THE FATHER THOSE
SPIRITUAL NEEDS WHICH WERE NOT PRESENT TO OUR MINDS AND WHICH WE OFTEN
NEGLECT TO INCLUDE IN OUR PRAYERS; AND THAT HE PRAYS FOR OUR PROTECTION



AGAINST THE DANGERS OF WHICH WE ARE NOT EVEN CONSCIOUS, AND AGAINST THE
ENEMIES WHICH THREATEN US, THOUGH WE DO NOT NOTICE IT. HE IS PRAYING THAT
OUR FAITH MAY NOT CEASE, AND THAT WE MAY COME OUT VICTORIOUSLY IN THE
END. (] OUIS BERKHOF, SYSTEMATIC [THEOLOGY, P. 403)

"THE SACRIFICIAL AND INTERCESSORY WORK OF (CHRIST AS HIGH PRIEST FULFILLS THE
PROMISE OF EXODUS 19.6, AND YOU SHALL BE TO ME A KINGDOM OF PRIESTS AND A
HOLY NATION. HE FULFILLS THE COVENANTAL PROMISE OF JEREMIAH 31.31. [N CHRIST
AND THROUGH FAITH IN HIM (CHRISTIANS MAY APPROACH (JOD WITH FREEDOM AND
CONFIDENCE (EPHESIANS 3.12).



